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Mafia Runs 3 eamsters^ Informant Says 


SAN FRANCISCO (UPI)-The 
Teamsters Union is run by the Mafia, 
a former underworld “hit man,” 
James (Jimmy the Weasel) Fratian- 
no, testified Tuesday. 

Fratianno, who admitted being a 
longtime Mafia member and an FBI 
informant for many years, said that 
was the reason he contacted Mafia 
members in Cleveland instead of 
Tea mster officials while trying tn 
heln—We^ TCoist T eamster Rudy 
^Tfiarn, 5^ /Who)fYatianBa said/was m 
'trouble with the international union 
because he was known as a "Jimmy 
Hoffa man.” 

Fratianno, 66, was the chief 


government witness against Tham, 
charged with embezzling $2,791 in 
union funds, most of which was spent 
to entertain Fratianno and his friends. 

Fratianno told the jury, sitting in a 
case being tried before U.S. District 
Judge Stanley Weigel, that he set out 
in 1973 to improve Thants relation- 
ship with the international in ex- 
change for Tham’s promise to trans- 
fer the union local dental plan to Fra- 
tianno’s friends. 

To that end, he said, he talked to 
Mafia members in Cleveland “because 
they run the Teamsters.” 

Fratianno said that in a year and a 
. half he improved Tham's relationship 


with Hoffa’s successor, Frank Fitz- 
simmons. 

“They (the Teamsters) do what 
the Mafia says,” Fratianno testified. 

The witness admitted he had been 
a "hit man” (assassin) for the Mafia. 

"I did some work for them from 
1947 to 1953,” he said. 

He said he participated in five mur- 
ders and' had advance knowledge of 
four others. . , 

Fratianno, a government witness in 
a number of recent trials, wound up 
his testimony in the Tham case and 
was returned to federal protective 

custody.-^- •. ...J.- 





